
 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
August 16, 2015 

 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 

 

 
 

 

Life in Christ: Rooted 
 

 

 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost                                    August 16, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude                                                     
 Opening Hymn 
       “Heaven Came Down”                                                   No. 510   
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
  Announcements  
 Worship Song 
  “My Life is in You, Lord”                                                No. 542        
   

We Hear God’s Word  
 Lesson - Colossians 2:1-7 
  These words were written to encourage the Christians in 

Colosse to see the benefits of life in Christ. 
1 
I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and 

for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me 
personally. 

2 
My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart 

and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of 
complete understanding, in order that they may know the 
mystery of God, namely, Christ, 

3 
in whom are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
4 
I tell you this so that no 

one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 
5 
For 

though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in 
spirit and delight to see how disciplined you are and how firm 
your faith in Christ is. 

6 
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 

continue to live your lives in him, 
7 
rooted and built up in him, 

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 

with thankfulness. 
 

 Gospel - Matthew 13:18-23 
  After sharing about the four different kinds of seeds Jesus 

explains the meaning of the illustration. 
18 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 
19 

When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown 



along the path. 
20 

The seed falling on rocky ground refers to 
someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 
21 

But since they have no root, they last only a short time. 
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, 
they quickly fall away. 

22 
The seed falling among the thorns 

refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this 
life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it 
unfruitful. 

23 
But the seed falling on good soil refers to 

someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the 
one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty 
times what was sown.” 

 

We Confess Our Faith 
 Apostles’ Creed                                                             (on screen) 

  
We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                                (on screen) 
 
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 Special Music                                                                           
  “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”                     Pastor Kurt 
  Sermon                                      
  “Life in Christ: Rooted”                                     Pastor Anenson 
      Hymn            
  “The Solid Rock”                                                           No. 526   
 
We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 Benediction 
 Hymn           
  “How Firm a Foundation”                                              No. 408  
 Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Ushers: Cindy Blomberg, Cathy Braathun, John Rathmacher, 
 Lily Rathmacher 

Greeters: Jim & Gloria Oberender  

Reader: Gloria Oberender 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house.  
 

Thank you to Pastor Kurt for providing the special music for our 
worship today. 
 

The pastors begin a new sermon series today entitled: “Life of 
Christ.” The journey of life for a plant is very much like the journey of 
life for the Christian as God works to nourish our spirits each step of 
the way. We will look at the various ways God helps us mature in 
him. Sermon titles include: 
 “Rooted” – August 16 
 “Growing” – August 23 
 “Pruned” – August 30 
 “Bearing Fruit” – September 6 
Please join us each week for this new series. 
 

The loose offering today will be sent to Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church in Radcliffe to help with repair costs to their church structure 
that are needed because of the wind storm they experienced this 
past Sunday. Please be generous. 
 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
downstairs in the Social Hall following the worship service. This is a 
good time to get to know other members and guests a little better. 
 

A short service of Holy Communion will be held in the sanctuary 
following the worship service today. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help serve coffee fellowship on August 
30 and during September. At the present time, there are many 
openings for these Sundays. Signup sheets are on the bulletin board 
in the kitchen. 
 

Our annual hunger offering will go to help pay expenses for the 
"Meals from the Heartland" packaging event to be held in Story City 
on Saturday, September 26. The offering will take place on Sunday, 
September 6. Please make any checks out to Immanuel with a 
notation for World Hunger fund. Please remember that the loose 
change given each Sunday also goes to fight world hunger. Thanks to 
those of you who give to this fund all through the year. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 145 
 



Immanuel delivers the Home Delivered Meals during September. 
You may sign up to help deliver meals by filling out the form in the 
bulletin today or by letting the church office know by this Wednesday.  
 

Thank you to the ladies who tied quilts this past Thursday. They tied 
19 quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 
 

All our 2015-2016 Sunday School teachers are reminded of your 
meeting this Thursday, August 20 at 7 P.M. in the Cornerstone Room. 
 

Congratulations to Courtney Amundson and Eric Mensen who were 
married at Immanuel yesterday. 
 

Christmas Luncheon. On Saturday, December 5, we will host our 
second annual Christmas luncheon/bazaar. This is the weekend of the 
Story City Tour of Homes. Any ideas or suggestions are welcome. We 
will be holding some informational meetings in the near future. We will 
also plan some craft nights. If you have any questions, please contact 
Jaynee Christian at jlchristian@hotmail.com. 
 

Would you give just one morning of your time if you knew it would 
make a huge impact in the lives of many families in our community? 
Caring for children during a play date with MOPs (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) is a small investment that turns into big blessings for 
everyone. MOPs meets Thursdays from 9:15-11 A.M. at Harvest E-
Free Church. Please sign up on the narthex bulletin board if you 
would be willing to help with MOPs on a Thursday morning during the 
next year. If it is only 1 or 2 times, that's okay! 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Women's Monthly Bible Study. We will continue our Bible Study, 
on the "Sermon on the Mount," this Tuesday, August 18 at 2 P.M. 
Materials are available in the church office or at the Bible Study. 
Cost is $6.00. This is a great opportunity for discussion and 
fellowship. All women are invited. 

 
Reminders 

 A nursery is available across from the restrooms on the main floor 
of the educational wing.  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 The fall issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book is on the 
shelf in the narthex.  

 If you are out of town any Sunday during August, please mail or 
drop off your offerings, if possible, before you leave. Offerings may 
also be given through a direct deposit from your checking account. 
We also have the capability to accept offerings through our 
website.  

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We have 
several extra units at this time. 

 Please honor the handicap signs and the pickup and drop off signs 
in the front of the church building.  We have many members in 
need of a close parking spot. Thank you. 

 Additional restrooms are available on the lower level of the 
educational wing and in the social hall.  

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 

 

                                                 Affordables by Bethany Life NEEDS  

                                            Volunteers! We hope you will read this  
                                            brief article and think about how you can 
                                            help.   
 
                                                Affordables by Bethany Life, located at  
                                            630 Pennsylvania Avenue in Story City is 
                                            in serious need of volunteers. The store  
                                            has only one paid employee, with the rest 
of the manpower being provided by volunteers who live in Story City, 
Roland, Ames, Gilbert, Jewell, Nevada and other surrounding 
communities.  
  
 In the last year, we have lost several hardworking, dedicated 
volunteers due to death and illness. To serve our customers properly, 
each four hour shift needs at least four people on staff. Too often, we 
are staffing the store with only one or two people per shift. 
 

 Can you help? Do you KNOW someone who could help?   
 
 Call 733.5304 for more information or stop into the store to talk to 
Denice. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Those who experienced damage and flooding from the recent rains 
and winds. 

 

We praise God for: 

 The strength and roots He gives us to withstand the storms of 
life. 

 
 

 

 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting will be this Wednesday, August 19 from 7:15-

8:30 P.M. Bring a friend and get ready for some fun! This will be 

our last Wednesday gathering until next May. We will transition 

back to Sunday gatherings starting on Rally Sunday. 

 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting will be this Wednesday, August 19 from 6:00-

7:10 P.M. Bring a friend and get ready for some fun! This will be 

our last Wednesday gathering until next May. We will transition 

back to Sunday gatherings starting on Rally Sunday. 

 

Middle School & High School Youth Activities 

Back to School Bonfire - A huge thank you to all who came on 

Friday to B2SB! It was a great time of food, fun, fellowship and 

Jesus! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

August 16 - 23, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, August 16 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
 

Monday, August 17 
   
Tuesday, August 18 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

2:00 P.M. Women's Monthly Bible Study 
 
Wednesday, August 19 

6:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 
7:15 P.M. HS Youth Group 
 

Thursday, August 20 
7:00 P.M. Sunday School Teachers Meeting 

 
Friday, August 21 
  
Saturday, August 22 
   
Sunday, August 23 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 


